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Agenda

 Meeting Format & Zoom Tools

 Norwalk Housing Update Process, Overview, 
& Timeline

 Questions for Participants
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Meeting Format & Zoom Tools

 How to Use

PLEASE STAY 

MUTED WHEN 

NOT SPEAKING

Raise hand to 

speak
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General Plan Overview

 General Plan –
Vision for the City
- blueprint for
growth &
development

 Housing Element:
1 of 7 required
chapters or
elements

General 
Plan

Housing

Open 
Space

Conservation

Land 
Use

Circulation

Noise

Safety
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Housing Element

STATE LEGISLATIVE INTENT
Housing is of statewide importance…[and] 

local and state governments have a 
responsibility to…facilitate the 

improvement and development of 
housing to make adequate provision for 

the housing needs of all economic 
segments of the community

Goals:
• Plan for existing & projected housing needs

to meet regional housing need assessment
(RHNA) numbers at all income levels

• Creates housing policy & implementation
programs
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Income 

Category
1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4 Person 5 Person

Extremely Low

(O-30% AMI)
$23,700 $27,050 $30,450 $33,800 $36,550

Very Low

(31-50% AMI)
$39,450 $45,050 $50,700 $56,300 $60,850

Low

(51-80% AMI)
$63,100 $72,100 $81,100 $90,100 $100,150

Moderate

(81-120%

AMI)

$64,900 $74,200 $83,500 $92,750 $100,150

Median 

Income
$54,100 $61,850 $69,550 $77,300 $83,500

State Income Thresholds for LA County

Example: $90,000 x 30% = $27,030/12 months → $2,252 per month

AMI = Area Median Income, 

LA County AMI ($77,300 – 4 person family)

Affordable Housing = 30% of household income
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Housing Element Components

HOUSING 
ELEMENT

(PLAN)

PREVIOUS 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Progress of last 
Housing Element

NEEDS ASSESMENT

Demographic 
Trends

Housing Market 
Trends

Special Needs 
Group

RESOURCES & SITES 
INVENTORY 

Sites for all 
income levels 

Administrative 
Resources 

Financial 
Resources

CONSTRAINTS TO 
HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT 

Governmental 

Market 

Environmental 

Infrastructure
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Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)

What is the RHNA?

Regional Housing Needs Allocation

HCD determines 
RHNA for each 

Council of 
Governments

RHNA for SCAG 
Region: 

1,341,827 housing 
units

RHNA for NORWALK:

5,034 housing units
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2021-2029 RHNA by Income Group

Income 

Category

Income Level 

(% of Median 

Family Income)

6th Cycle

2021-2029 

RHNA

Very Low <50% of AMI 1,546

Low 50-80% of AMI 759

Moderate 80-120% of AMI 658

Above 

Moderate
>120% of AMI 2,071

Total 5,034

RHNA Allocation

• This is NOT a construction obligation

Goal: Accommodate Units through policies & plans
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Meeting RHNA

Approved housing projects
Projects that will receive a
Certificate of Occupancy
after June 30, 2021

Projects in the application 
Pipeline 

Potential sites
• Vacant 
• Underutilized sites that 

could redevelop
• Accessory Dwelling Units 

(ADUs)
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Housing Element Sites Assumption
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What does it look like?

Density

22 Units Per Acres 30 Units Per Acres

60 Units Per Acres45 Units Per Acres



Norwalk is Considering…
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• Expanding on Newly Terms in 
Municipal Code
• Mixed Use (Jan. ‘21) - no set density/size

• Live-Work (Jan. ‘20) – 22-30 units/acre

Live-Work Development –

San Antonio Drive
Mixed Use Development –

Alhambra, CA
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• Transit Oriented Development 
(TOD) Characteristics
• High Density – multi-family homes

• Pedestrian focused design

• Offices and retail land uses supporting transit

• Vertical & horizontal mixed uses

Norwalk is Considering…
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Enlarged Potential Housing Sites

Total area:    129.3

MIXED 

USE 

ZONES

Zones for 

Mixed Use

Acres

C-1 75.5

C-3 252.4

PO 12.6

CO 73.8

Total 417.9
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ADU Prototypes

Norwalk is Considering…



Timeline

Interviews/ Survey

Workshop for 
Community Input

ID Housing Sites Draft Element

Environmental 
Review/State HCD 

Review

Planning 
Commission

City Council 
Adoption

JAN – MAY ’21 JAN – MAY ’21

JUNE – AUG ’21

JUNE – JULY ’21

FALL/WINTER ‘21 FALL/WINTER ‘21

Public Input
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SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS

6th Cycle Housing Element

What do you think are major housing
challenges in Norwalk now and in the future?

What types of housing are needed in the
community?

What strategies do we need to explore to
accommodate 5,034 units? Increasing
density, mixed use, re-use/re-development of
buildings & or properties?

TAKE THE SURVEY!
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NorwalkHousingElementSurvey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NorwalkHousingElementSurvey


THANK YOU!

Questions, Comments & Concerns
Contact: 

Beth Chow, Senior Planner
bchow@norwalkca.gov

562-929-5953
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mailto:bchow@norwalkca.gov

